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About Medical Technology Awareness Week

On 24 November 2021, the MTG held a reception on the terrace of the Houses of 
Parliament for its annual flagship event Medical Technology Awareness Week.
The event was an opportunity to bring together members of the MTG, 
parliamentarians, senior clinicians and other notable individuals from the health 
sphere to discuss medical technology and its benefits to both the NHS and patients.
This year marked the 20th anniversary of the Medical Technology Group and the event 
served as an opportunity to reflect on the Group’s success over the past twenty years 
and to look ahead to the next twenty.
As part of the event the Group launched its new manifesto “MedTech the Solution”, 
which explored the role medical technology can play in overcoming some of the UK’s 
biggest challenges.
As part of the event the Group also held a medical technology showcase, where patient 
and industry group members displayed innovative technologies and offered guests  
an opportunity to learn about the role the technologies play in helping patients and  
the NHS.
Hosted by Dean Russell, Member of Parliament for Watford,  for Watford, the occasion 
was marked with a series of special guest speakers, with the Group privileged to have 
the following individuals address the reception:
Professor Stephen Powis, National Medical Director, NHS England
Dr Tim Ferris, Director of Transformation, NHS England
Matt Whitty, Chief Executive, Accelerated Access Collaborative
Jonthan Webb, patient speaker
Charlotte Austin, patient speaker
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The Guest Speakers

Chair of the MTG Barbara Harpham 
opened the event. Beginning by thanking 
all guests for attending Barbara gave 
a short speech, which reflected on the 
past twenty years of the MTG. Barbara 
spoke about the role medical technology 
can play in transforming the lives of 
individuals throughout the UK.

Dean Russell Dean Russell, Member of 
Parliament for Watford,and member of the 
Health and Social Care Select Committee, 
who had kindly agreed to host the event 
then welcomed guests to parliament. Dean 
congratulated the group on twenty years 
of the MTG and said he was supportive 
of the need for greater access to medical 
technology for patients. Dean spoke about 
his role as Chair of the APPG for Digital 
Health and said that medical technology 
had a vital role to play in the future of  
the NHS.

Barbara Harpham, Chair of the MTG

Dean Russell MP, host of Medical Technology Awareness Week
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The Guest Speakers

The Group were privileged to be joined by Professor Stephen Powis who addressed 
all attendees in a short speech. Professor Powis reflected on the past 18 months, since 
the outbreak of the pandemic, stating that while it had been a challenge, the pandemic 
had shown the strength and agility of the NHS. Looking ahead Professor Powis said 
medical technology had a vital role to play in shaping the NHS for the future and 
congratulated the MTG on its 20th anniversary.

Professor Powis was followed by a patient 
speaker, Mr Jonathan Webb, who had 
recently undergone full knee replacement 
surgery. Mr Webb explained how he had 
previously played rugby for the England 
national team and during this period 
of his life sustained damage to his knee. 
In recent years, the knee had become 
to create significant discomfort for Mr 
Webb and he was left with little choice 
but to undergo full knee replacement 
surgery. As an orthopaedic surgeon, Mr 
Webb stated that he had no doubts but 
to use robotic technology to perform the 
operation, which would reduce the risk 
of complications when compared to more 
traditional methods widely used in the 
NHS. He stated the surgery had been a 
great success and he was now back playing 
golf on the weekend.

Dean Russell MP for Watford and member of Health and 
Social Care Select Committee

Professor Stephen Powis, National Medical Director

Mr Jonathan Webb
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The Guest Speakers

Following a short break for food, refreshments and networking the Group welcomed 
Dr Tim Ferris, Director of Transformation at NHSE to the stage for a speech. Dr 
Ferris spoke to the potential presented by medical technology, both in reference to the 
journey out of the pandemic, but also in terms of the wider efficiencies it presents the 
health system. Dr Ferris said he was excited about the future of health and medical 
technology within the NHS and its partners, emphasising the positive role he saw for 
women within this transition.

Following Dr Tim Ferris was Matt Whitty, 
Chief Executive of NHS England’s Access 
Accelerator Collaborative. Matt Whitty 
continued from where Tim Ferris left off, 
speaking about the possibilities of medical 
technology within the NHS. Matt Whitty 
went into depth of the opportunities the 
Access Accelerator Collaborative sees in 
technology, before giving examples of 
specific technologies the organisation 
has helped get to the front line efficiently. 
Whitty’s speech can be summarised by 
the emphasis he placed on the job of the 
AAC to support the adoption of proven, 
effective, medical technology.
The final speaker of the Medical 
Technology Awareness Week Reception 
was Charlotte Austin, a patient with 
lived experience of the impact medical 
technology can provide. Charlotte lives 
with Type 1 Diabetes and shared her 
moving story of how a hybrid closed loop 
system (artificial pancreas) has changed 
her life, whether by allowing her to sleep 
without the threat of a seizure or partake 
in amateur wrestling.

Charlotte Austin, patient speaker

Tim Ferris, Director of Transformation, NHSE

Matt Whitty, CEO, Accelerated Access Collaborative
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Medical Technology Showcase

In addition to the guest speakers, there was a showcase of medical technology on 
display at the reception. Displayed on tables around the room, the members of the 
MTG demonstrated innovative technologies, offering guests the chance to learn about 
the technology and the benefits they bring to both the NHS and patients.

Medical technology showcase
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Pledge board

To offer guests the opportunity to show their support for the MTG, the Group created 
a pledge board, for guests to have their photo taken with, which could then be shared 
on social media. 

The pledge stated 

“During Medical Technology Awareness Week, I support the call 
for improved access for patients to medical technology to ensure 
patients throughout the UK receive the best possible care.”

Virenda Sharma MP for Ealing, Southall Derek Thomas MP for St Ives

Steve McCabe MP for Selly Oak Dean Russell MP with Amy Peters, J&J
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MTG Manifesto – Med tech the Solution

To mark the occasion the Group launched 
the MTG Manifesto – MedTech the 
solution. The Manifesto looks back over 
the past twenty years, exploring where 
medical technology has transformed the 
quality of care in the past twenty years, 
helping people to live healthier happier 
lives.
Beginning with a foreword from Chair 
of the MTG, Barbara Harpham, the 
manifesto calls for greater uptake of 
medical technology to be seen, and 
embraced, as a solution to help the NHS 
solve the problems it faces.
The first chapter “Then & Now”, looks 
back over the past twenty years, showing 
how medical technology ahs helped 
transform care, including saving lives 
and helping people live healthier happier 
lives. The chapter is populated with real 
life cases studies of technologies that have 
made a difference to patients.
Chapter two is a series of short essays 
from special guest contributors. Each 
contribution looks at the role medical 
technology can play in the future and its 
potential benefits to the NHS.

Essays included contributions from:
•  Rachel Power, Chief Executive, the 

Patients Association
•  Professor Gary Ford, Chair of the 

AHSN Network and Chief Executive 
Officer of the Oxford Academic Health 
Science Network

•  Paul Blakeley, Health Innovation Policy 
Expert

•  Dean Russell, Member of Parliament 
for Watford and Member of the Health 
and Social Care Select Committee

The Third chapter, “The MTG Five-Year 
Froward View”, is an in depth look at 
how medical technology can help the UK 
overcome some of its biggest short-term 
challenges. Including, 
•  Clearing the elective backlog, 
•  The Governments Levelling up agenda 
• The NHS prevention agenda.
This section is supported with example 
case studies of medical technology, 
highlighting the role it can play in society.
The manifesto ends with a short overview 
of the current barriers of access for 
patients to medical technology and some 
recommendations on how to overcome 
these. Including:
1.  Prioritisation of the patient voice
2.  Accelerated access for patients to 

medical technology
3.  Equitable and timely commissioning

MTG Manifesto

www.mtg.org.uk

MTG Manifesto –  MedTech the SolutionImproving patient access to medical technology
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Media

Underpinning all of this activity was a 
strategic media plan to help raise the 
profile of the event and its aims. This is 
included social media activity, as well as 
coverage in traditional news outlets.
The Manifesto received coverage  
in specialist medical technology  
news outlet “Med-Tech News”,  
helping the manifesto’s core  
argument to reach wide and  
far-reaching audience.

In addition to the media 
news story, the event was 
supported by a host of social 
media activity. A social 
media pack was shared 
with members and NHS 
organisations, with graphics 
to be disseminated on 
organisations social media  
to help spread the message.

Members of Parliament also supported the event by 
sharing photos through their own media channels.

An example tweet from the MTG

Jamie Wallis MP 
shows his support 
for the MTG on his 
Facebook page

Virenda Sharma was delighted to 
pledge his support for the Group, 
sharing this phot on his FB page

Story on Dean Russell MPs website


