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2018 saw the MTG expand the group’s 
reach further than ever and have real levels 
of engagement, such as with Professor 
Steve Powis, National Medical Director at 
NHS England and Matt Hancock, the new 
Secretary of State for Heath. It has been a 
privilege to be chair of the MTG for over 
ten years, and this year I was delighted to 
see the group making a real difference.  
 
This year also saw us launch our new 
campaign, Ration Watch. The campaign 
aims to highlight individual rationing 
decisions and demonstrate the current levels 
of inequality across the NHS. The group 
launched the campaign at Medical 
Technology Awareness Week and we will use 
this campaign to gather new data around the 
issue of rationing and call for further action 
at local and national levels to increase 
accountability and ensure patient access to 
technology.   
 
The MTG is proud of its achievements in 
supporting patients to receive life changing 
innovations that make a real difference to 
their everyday lives, as well as proving to be 
cost effective to the NHS. We know that 
technology holds the key to delivering the 
savings that the NHS needs.  
 
In the upcoming year will see the group 
continue to make the case for timely access 
to medical technologies. I am looking 
forward to the work the group has planned 
for 2019.  

A message  
from the Chair  
Barbara Harpham



Achievements of the Year 

Follower 
numbers grew  
to over 1,100  

 
(including MPs and policy makers, clinicians, medical 
technology industry, patient groups, and media)  
Number of impressions in 2018: 

90,000+

Social media 
 
A LinkedIn page for the  
Medical Technology Group  
was established, creating a new  
channel to reach our 
stakeholders.

Consultation Responses 
This year the MTG have responded to a consultation on updating the  
Technology Appraisal Process Guide, a consultation on Procedures of  
Limited Clinical Value and to questions posed by NHS England’s publication  
‘Developing the long term plan for the NHS’. In addition the MTG sent a 
submission to the Health Select Committee inquiry into Sustainability and 
Transformation Partnerships (STPs) and Accountable Care Systems (ACOs).

Media coverage in national, 
specialist, and regional media, 
including a high-profile opinion 
piece in The Times, influential 
items in Health Business and the 
BMA, as well as endorsements 
from MPs on their websites. 
 

Over 470 items of media  
coverage since November 2013. 

Our video content has been viewed  
by nearly             individuals.

Over      unique  
visitors to our website in 2018  
(an increase of 25% on 2017),  
including individuals from  
NHS Trusts and CCGs, NICE, the Royal Colleges, 
Parliament, health industry, academic institutions,  
patient groups and leading media outlets. 
 
An important – and complex – change to a new  
hosting platform was completed, alongside some  
vital housekeeping, which has dramatically  
improved the site’s performance. 

1,500

4,000
Media Website

YouTube
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Highlights of the Year 
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April 2018 
Meeting with John Warrington, to discuss the  
Keeping Britain Working Report  
 
In the first MTG All Members Meeting of the year, the group met with John Warrington, representing GIRFT, 
to discuss the recommendations within the Keeping Britain Working report. Following a fruitful discussion 
it was agreed to continue a close relationship to ensure patient input throughout this programme.  

September 2018 
Keri Torney attends an intimate roundtable with MTG members 
 
Keri Torney, Deputy Director of Life Sciences at the OLS, met with the group to discuss the 
recommendations within the Keeping Britain Working report. Those present were able to 
partake in a frank conversation about the current work programme of the OLS, and where 
the MTG can contribute and ensure a close working relationship moving forwards.  
 

www.mtg.org.uk

KEEPING BRITAIN WORKING
How medical technology can help reducethe cost of ill health to the UK economy

September 2018 
The MTG meets with Professor Tony Young  
and Professor Steve Powis  
 
The MTG secured a meeting with Professor Steve Powis, National Medical 
Director at NHS England, and Professor Tony Young. This was primarily to 
discuss the MTG’s Keeping Britain Working report but also provided an 
opportunity to gain further insight into Professor Powis’ plans and priorities. 
The MTG gained real understanding at the meeting and it was agreed to 
maintain a relationship moving forwards, particularly around future 
engagement on consultations on the Evidence-Based Interventions programme. 

July 2018 
Condition Specific Meeting on Peripheral Arterial Disease  
with Professor Mike Horrocks 
 
Professor Mike Horrocks, the clinical lead for vascular surgery for the GIRFT programme 
met with members of the MTG to discuss the current landscape, upcoming changes and 
possible barriers in vascular services.  



PAGE  5

October 2018 
STP Spotlight Campaign 
 
In October 2018 the MTG launched their spotlight campaign, entitled ‘STPs and 

the use of technology.’  

 

 The report highlights that nine out of ten regional NHS plans fail to pay enough 
attention to the role of medical technology. The MTG has found that only four of 
the 44 regional NHS plans include any meaningful reference to the use of 
innovative technology, despite NHS England making it a requirement in its 
guidelines. 
 
The MTG report makes seven recommendations to ensure that healthcare 
systems assess, procure, commission and deliver technology-based treatments 
effectively, including:  
 
1. Break down budget silos: Joint working should ensure the benefits of investing in technology are realised, even 

when they are accrued in a different part of the system. 
 
2. Ensure local commissioners follow national guidance: Regional NHS organisations should ensure national 

guidance and policies on the use of technology is followed duplication in assessment is avoided. 
 
3. Embrace technology to integrate: Regional organisations are ideally placed to ensure the right technology is 

used in the right place and should look at the total system cost of its use. 
 
These stark figures highlight the fact that more needs to be done to ensure STPs/ICS’s make the most of the benefits 
medical devices offer patients.  

November 2018 
MTG Parliamentary Researchers Networking Reception 
 
A drinks reception for parliamentary staff was held in November in the Red Lion in Westminster. Over 25 
Parliamentary advisors, senior staff and researchers attended the event and met with patients and industry members. 
The reception was a great opportunity to build relationships with researchers, promote greater understanding of the 
medical device industry and ask how we may best pursue the MTG’s aims in Westminster. 

www.mtg.org.uk

STPs AND THE  USE OF TECHNOLOGY 

November 2018 
Chronic Pain Condition Specific Meeting with 
MTG members 
 
This condition specific meeting saw a variety of speakers and MTG 
members come together to discuss how industry, patients and the clinical 
community can work together to improve the management and treatment 

of chronic pain. Speakers included Dr Arun Bhaskar, Neil Betteridge 
and Simon Thomson.
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December 2018 
Medical Technology Week 2018 and 
Launch of Ration Watch  
 
This year’s Medical Technology Group parliamentary 
reception was hosted by Helen Whately MP and was, 
for the sixth consecutive year, the showcase event of 
Medical Technology Awareness Week. The new 
Health & Social Care Secretary, Matt Hancock MP, 
attended and gave the key note speech. Almost 200 
parliamentarians, patients, patient groups, industry 
members, healthcare professionals, commissioners 
and representatives from the NHS and other 
Government departments came together to discuss 
issues surrounding medical technologies, current 
barriers to uptake and the benefits of medical 
technology in both reducing costs to the NHS and 
improving patient outcomes. 
 
The aim of this awareness week was to get people 
talking about medical technology and the great 
potential it has to make a difference to patients’ every-
day lives. This year, the reception also saw the launch 
of the MTG’s Campaign Ration Watch. Along with 
the report launch, several patient speakers and a 
commissioner gave passionate speeches 
demonstrating the wider societal value of medical 
technology.  
 
Numerous examples of innovative medical 
technology available to patients were on display. The 
showcase included displays of medical technology 
throughout the body from head to toe. Attendees 
learnt about each of the technologies from research 
charities, patient groups and industry representatives 
who were at each display to give further information 
and to discuss with attendees the benefits and current 
barriers to wider patient access. 
 



Ration Watch is a campaign to highlight rationing 
across the NHS. The campaign aims to highlight 
individual rationing decisions and demonstrate 
the current levels of inequality across the NHS. 
 
Ration Watch looks at individual commissioning 
polices, NHS activity and waiting times to 
highlight the challenges some patients face. Ration 

Watch will highlight the impact of rationing and 
the damage it does to patients and the NHS. 
Through raising awareness of this issue, we hope 
to drive NHS leaders to do more to ensure patients 
do not face a postcode lottery in accessing 
lifesaving and enhancing medical technology. 
 
What Ration Watch would like to see: 
 
Any decision on patient treatment should be based 
on clinical need. Ration Watch are calling on NHS 
England to set clear guidelines on which 
procedures can be included in PoLCV and 
threshold lists and which procedures should not 
be included. Where individual CCGs are seen to 
have an unfair policy, NHS England should 
intervene. 

December 2018 
Launch of Ration Watch 
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Strategic Aims

 
MTG Campaign Pillars

Equity of Access –  
To establish 
equality of access 
for all patients in 
all CCG areas to 
medical 
technologies 
irrespective of 
where they live.

Linking Decision 
Making to Longer Term 
Value – To change the 
perception that medical 
technology only adds 
cost to the system, by 
raising awareness of the 
evidence that 
investment leads to 
savings in the long run. 
We want to ensure that 
value rather than cost is 
used in making 
investment decisions in 
the NHS and to 
promote intelligent 
decision-making.

Better Information  
& Education –  
Clinicians and 
commissioners  
should be kept  
up-to-date with 
developments in 
medical devices to 
ensure that they refer 
patients appropriately. 
In addition, the NHS 
should be encouraged 
to do more to fully 
inform patients of the 
range of treatment 
options available.

2018 MTG Objectives 

 
1. Thought leadership and media impact – for the MTG to become known as 

the organisation to come to for quotes and feedback on new issues, debates 
and reports and to be regularly releasing articles and 
being mentioned in the media. 

2. Engage and influence – to engage and 
influence with key stakeholders 
both at Parliament and in the 
NHS. 
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Looking Forwards

Keeping Britain Working report follow up 

As part of the follow up to the Keeping 
Britain Working report, the MTG will 
host two roundtable discussions targeted 
at NICE, to look at how they could 
include wider societal benefits of medical 
technology in their assessments, and the 
Department of Work and Pension 
Ministers and Officials and 

representatives from the Treasury to 
discuss how improved use of medical 
technology could help ease the burden of 
welfare costs on the UK Government. 
These roundtables will be part of a wider 
programme of follow up to promote the 
report. 

Ration Watch continued 

The MTG will continue to raise 
the profile of Ration Watch 
with a media launch, and will 
look to gather further case 
studies to support this 

campaign. The group will take 
forward the recommendations 
around accountability and 
lobby around these throughout 
2019. 

First All Members’ Meeting of 2019

Condition Specific Meetings

Following the success of this year’s condition specific meetings, the MTG 
will host three more areas in 2018, focusing on diagnostics, women’s health 
and urinary tract infections. If you would like to contribute to these meetings, 
please email the groups secretariat at mtg@mailpbconsulting.com. 

The MTG has secured the opportunity to meet with Claire Dowling, a Delivery Partner for 
the NHS RightCare Programme through our activity last year. The meeting will be taking 
be taking place on Thursday 7th February between 10am and 11am in Central London. 
 
Claire has over 25 years’ experience working within the NHS in senior programme 
leadership, strategic organisational development and clinical roles. Claire’s work for NHS 
RightCare involves exposing and tackling variation within NHS services with a view to 
securing value; the programme is a key component of the Five Year Forward View.   



www.mtg.org.uk

MTG Members 
 
 
ABHI 
Abbott 
Action Duchenne 
AdvaMed 
AntiCoagulation Europe 
ARMA 
Arrhythmia Alliance 
Arthritis Care 
Atrial Fibrillation Association 
BD 
Boston Scientific 
British Cardiac Patients Association 
Cardiomyopathy UK 
Coloplast 
Diabetes UK 
Edwards Lifesciences 
Eucomed 
FABLE 
FEmISA 
Group B Strep Support 
Heart Research UK 
Heart Valve Voice 
ICD Group 
INPUT

Insightec 
International Alliance of Patients' Organizations  
Intuitive Surgical 
JDRF 
Johnson & Johnson 
Kidney Care UK 
Lindsay Leg Club Foundation 
Medtronic 
National Rheumatoid Arthritis Society 
Nevro 
Pancreatic Cancer UK 
Pelvic Pain Support Network 
Patient Information Forum 
The Pumping Marvellous Foundation 
Roche Diagnostics 
SADS UK 
Smith & Nephew 
Smiths Medical 
STARS 
Stryker 
The Circulation Foundation 
The Patients Association 
The Somerville Foundation


