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2017 saw the MTG reach more people than ever
before and have a real impact on Government
policy. It has been a privilege to be chair of the
MTG for ten years, and this year I was delighted
to see the group making a real difference. Our
report on CCG usage of medical technology, e
North-South NHS Divide: How where you are not
what you need dictates your care, was covered in
several national newspapers, potentially reaching
several million readers. 

is year also saw us release our in depth report on
how med tech can save money, Keeping Britain
Working, where we identified almost £500m of
savings. is report has subsequently been cited by
the Government in an answer to a Parliamentary
Question. Something the MTG has long
campaigned for – better tracking of the NHS’ use of
innovative technology, was agreed to in the
Government’s response to the Accelerated Access
Review. 

e MTG is proud of its achievements in supporting
patients to receive life changing innovations that
make a real difference to their everyday lives, as well
as proving to be cost effective to the NHS. We know
that technology holds the key to delivering the
savings that the NHS needs. In the current climate,
with considerable financial pressures on the NHS
and social care, it is important for the group to
highlight both the societal value of medical
technology and that improved patient access can
also deliver savings for the NHS, as well as more
widely.

e upcoming year will see the group continue to
make the case for timely access to medical
technologies. I am looking forward to the work the
group has planned for 2018 and for the group to
continue to reach the high levels of success that we
have enjoyed in 2017. 

A message 
from the Chair 
Barbara Harpham



Achievements of the Year 

Twitter:
Nearly 900
followers

(including MPs and policy makers, clinicians, medical
technology industry, patient groups, and media)

Number of impressions in 2017:

600,000+

Social media
Over half a million 

half a 
million
impressions in just 8 days from our
two hashtags: #medtechweek17 and
#KeepingBritainWorking

Influencing the Accelerated Access Review 

Over items of media
coverage since November 2013.

e MTG welcomes the Government response to the Accelerated Access Review,
in particular the inclusion of medical technology within the innovation scorecard
which is something that the MTG has been campaigning for for some time.

Consultation Responses 
e MTG responded to 6 consultations in 2017, including a response for
NICE fast tracking of Technology Appraisals; House of Lords Science and
Technology Committee inquiry into Life Sciences and the Industrial
Strategy; two consultations on Tariff changes; Policy Exchange consultation;
response to the AAR and the Health Select Committee Brexit – medicines,
medical devices and substances of human origin inquiry. 

items of media coverage
in 2017, including BBC 

online, e Times, e Guardian
and e Telegraph.

Our four videos have been viewed 
by over individuals.

Over  unique visitors to our new-look
website (since launch in September 2016), including
individuals from NHS Trusts and CCGs, NICE, the 
Royal Colleges, Parliament, health industry, academic
institutions, patient groups and leading media outlets.

60

450 1,000

4,000

Coverage has reached a potential
audience of over         million 

people.50

Media Website

YouTube
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Highlights of the Year 
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June 2017
Stroke Condition Specific Meeting with MTG members

In the first MTG Condition Specific Meeting, Professor Tony Rudd, National Clinical
Director for Stroke at NHS England, participated in a Q&A with MTG members on a
variety of topics such as commissioning policy for mechanical thrombectomy,
Commissioning through Evaluation and AF related stroke. A patient speaker also shared
his experience of mechanical thrombectomy.

August 2017
CCG Spotlight Campaign

e spotlight campaign on regional CCG performance was launched the August 2017.
e report, e North-South NHS Divide: How where you are not what you need dictates
your care, detailed the extensive research which analysed England’s CCGs and their
commissioning polices. e report sampled 100 procedures and set indicators against
their local implementation across different CCGs which created a commissioning score.
e CCGs and their commissioning rates where then compared and contrasted.

e report received excellent media coverage including by Hugh Pym at the BBC, who
featured it on the BBC News website (which has 46 million monthly visitors), the Times,
the Guardian, and the Telegraph. It was also covered extensively in the specialist
healthcare media, including the BMJ, the National Health Executive, and Health Business
- and NICE even reported in its news bulletin. e report publication was also covered
extensively across many regional titles.

e report also saw over 400 new users access the MTG website and strong social media
engagement. Follow up has since taken place around the report, which includes meetings
with Caroline Dinenage MP, Mohammad Yasin MP, Sir Henry Bellingham MP and
Stephen Kerr MP to discuss key areas identified within the report.

August 2017
Ivan Ellul addresses MTG members

Ivan Ellul, Director of Commissioning, Development and Planning at NHS England and Gareth Arthur, Head of Strategy
and Policy for Specialised Commissioning at NHS England, spoke to the MTG about future plans for commissioning and
the wider benefits of technology, especially in regards to specialised commissioning. Ivan Ellul was keen to keep the dialogue
with the MTG open and a second meeting will be arranged in 2018. 
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October 2017
Heart Condition Specific Meeting with MTG members

Professor Huon Gray, National Clinical Director for Heart Disease for NHS England
met with members of the MTG to discuss the current landscape, upcoming changes and
possible barriers in cardiac services. e MTG also heard from two patient speakers who
have received life changing heart technologies. 

September 2017
Wound Management Condition Specific Meeting with MTG members

e second Condition Specific Meeting saw a variety of speakers discuss how industry, patients and the clinical community
can work together to improve the management of wounds. Speakers included Peter Vowden & Kath Vowden from the
University of Bradford; Mark Collier, Nurse Consultant Tissue Viability at United Lincolnshire Hospitals NHS Trust; Kath
Evans, Senior Nurse Advisor at NHS England and Jennie Hall, Programme Director & Strategic Nursing Adviser at NHS
Improvement. 

October 2017
Philip Dunne met with MTG members

Philip Dunne, Minister of State for Health and Peter Whittington, Senior Policy Adviser,
Medical Technology and Finance for the Office for Life Sciences met with members of

the MTG to discuss the alignment between the MTG’s work at that of his
department. In particular attendees discussed the Accelerated Access Review

(AAR), Sustainability and Transformation Partnerships (STPs) and the direction
of procurement. Mr Dunne was open to the MTG and said that its work fits in

neatly with the Government’s medium term plans.  
Photo parliament.uk

November 2017
MTG Parliamentary Researchers Networking Reception

A drinks reception for parliamentary staff was held in November in the Red Lion in Westminster. 20 Parliamentary
advisors, senior staff and researchers attended the event and met with patients and industry members. e reception
was a great opportunity to build relationships with researchers, promote greater understanding of the medical device
industry and ask how we may best pursue the MTG’s aims in Westminster.
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November 2017
Keeping Britain Working report

e updated the 2011 Work Foundation report, Keeping Britain Working, was
launched during Medical Technology Week. e report further demonstrates
the contribution that medical technology makes to the wider economy, not
just the benefits to the NHS. It identifies how better use of medical technology
would help the Government save up to £476.5m in welfare spending. e
report, looks at eight clinical areas: orthopaedics, implantable cardiac
defibrillators, insulin pumps for diabetes care, sepsis, fibroid embolisation,
pain management, wound care and percutaneous coronary interventions. e
MTG found that technology could support £476.5m worth of savings at the
same time as helping over 230,000 patients in these eight areas alone.

Shortly aer publication, the Government endorsed the report by referencing
it in response to a Parliamentary Question and stating that they are sending
the report to CCGs to inform them of the benefits of using innovative
technology.  

November 2017
Nicole Mathers lunch with MTG members

As part of Medical Technology Awareness Week, Nicole Mather, immediate past Director for the Office for Life Sciences
(OLS) met with MTG member for a discussion on the OLS, AAR and the need for Med Tech companies need to bring
the right evidence to the table and make sure they deliver the information that is needed. e lunch was hosted by
Derek omas MP, a strong parliamentary champion for the MTG. 



  

is year’s Medical Technology Group parliamentary
reception was hosted by Helen Whately MP and was, for the
fih consecutive year, the showcase event of Medical
Technology Awareness Week. Over 160 parliamentarians,
patients, patient groups, industry members, healthcare
professionals, commissioners and representatives from the
NHS and other Government departments came together to
discuss issues surrounding medical technologies, current
barriers to uptake and the benefits of medical technology in
both reducing costs to the NHS and improving patient
outcomes.

e aim of this awareness week was to get people talking about
medical technology and the great potential it has to make a
difference to patients’ every-day lives. is year, the reception
also saw the launch of the MTG’s largest report yet Keeping
Britain Working: How medical technology can help reduce
the cost of ill health to the UK economy. Along with the report
launch, several patient speakers and a commissioner gave
passionate speeches demonstrating the wider societal value
of medical technology. e report concludes that £476.5m
worth of savings could be realised in welfare spending
through better use of medical technology. 

In line with the theme for the week, ‘Societal Value of Medical
Technology’, numerous examples of innovative medical
technology available to patients were on display. e showcase
included displays of medical technology throughout the body
from head to toe. Attendees learnt about each of the
technologies from research charities, patient groups and
industry representatives who were at each display to give
further information and to discuss with attendees the benefits
and current barriers to wider patient access.

November 2017 
Medical Technology Week 2017
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Strategic Aims

MTG Campaign Pillars

Equity of Access – 
To establish equality of
access for all patients in
all CCG areas to medical
technologies irrespective
of where they live..

Linking Decision
Making to Longer Term
Value – To change the
perception that medical
technology only adds
cost to the system, by
raising awareness of the
evidence that
investment leads to
savings in the long run.
We want to ensure that
value rather than cost is
used in making
investment decisions in
the NHS and to
promote intelligent
decision-making.

Better Information 
& Education – 
Clinicians and
commissioners s
hould be kept 
up-to-date with
developments in
medical devices to
ensure that they refer
patients appropriately.
In addition, the NHS
should be encouraged
to do more to fully
inform patients of the
range of treatment
options available.

2017 MTG Objectives
1. ought leadership and media impact – for the MTG to become known as the

organisation to come to for quotes and feedback on new issues, debates
and reports and to be regularly releasing articles and
being mentioned in the media.

2. Engage and influence – to engage and
influence key stakeholders both at
parliament and in the NHS.
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Testimonials

“We joined the MTG in 2016
and were elected to the
committee in 2017 as a 
patient charity representative.
e experience has been
wonderful  and we have
thoroughly enjoyed the
exposure to prominent
parliamentarians and policy
makers which has enabled us
to explain the benefits patients
have experienced from Med
Tech. By working in
partnership with industry and
patient societies from other
disease areas we have been 
able to improve our patient
offer and we feel proud that
others have been able to learn
from our experiences.  e
insight we have gathered from
the disease specific meetings
has been invaluable and we
look forward to another year
with the MTG.” 

– Wil Woan, Heart Valve Voice

“Boston Scientific participated in the
MTG Stroke specific meeting in 2017.
is meeting gave us access to Professor
Tony Rudd, National Clinical Director
for Stroke at NHS England and Trevor
Cleveland, Stroke Lead and President
of the British Society for Interventional
Radiology (BSIR). We followed up this
meeting with both speakers
individually and with my Medtronic
colleague.

“At BSIR’s Annual Scientific Meeting in
November this year the keynote
scientific session was on stroke
prevention and provision of stroke care.
is MTG Condition Specific Meeting
was directly referred to and used in the
main presentation by Dr Trevor
Cleveland where he shared the
immediate next steps for interventional
radiology training in the UK, as
discussed at the MTG meeting.” 

– Sharron Tansey, Boston Scientific



PAGE 10

ANNUAL REVIEW: 2017

“In times when the pace of availability of effective
treatments overtakes uptake of those treatments,
being part of a cohesive like-minded group is valuable
to not only your individual organisations knowledge
but shows a unified ask from payers and politicians
as to why it’s important to embrace medical
technology and its societal benefits. e evidence is
there, it just needs packaging.

“e Medical Technology Group is a focused team of
patient groups, charities, commercial members and
researchers from different condition focused areas
with a desire to work and “solutionise” challenges
that the health system faces with the uptake of
medical technology. 

“It is not acceptable to have an unmet patient need
because the upfront cost is more than the pill.  Joining
the Medical Technology Group and being an active
member will enrich your organisations ability to
project why your messaging is important to patients.” 

– Nick Hartshorne-Evans, 
Pumping Marvellous Foundation
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Looking Forwards

Keeping Britain Working report follow up 

As part of the follow up to the Keeping
Britain Working report, the MTG will host
two roundtable discussions targeted at
NICE, to look at how they could include
wider societal benefits of medical
technology in their assessments, and the
Department of Work and Pension
Ministers and Officials and

representatives from the Treasury to
discuss how improved use of medical
technology could help ease the burden of
welfare costs on the UK Government.
ese roundtables will be part of a wider
programme of follow up to promote the
report. 

Spotlight campaign 

Continuing with the theme of societal
values, the MTG will launch a
spotlight campaign which will access
Sustainability and Transformation
Partnerships readiness to support

patients to gain access to innovative
treatments and ensure that the
healthcare system gets the best out of
the technology on offer.

Condition Specific Meetings

Following the success of this year’s
condition specific meetings, the MTG
will host 4 more areas in addition to
chronic pain meeting which is the final
meeting from the 2017 work
programme. e 4 new areas will be
diagnostics, peripheral arterial disease
(PAD), women’s health and urinary tract
infections (UTI). If you would like to
contribute to these meetings, please
email the groups secretariat at
mtg@mailpbconsulting.com. 
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MTG Members

ABHI
Abbott
Action Duchenne
AdvaMed
AntiCoagulation Europe
ARMA
Arrhythmia Alliance
Arthritis Care
Atrial Fibrillation Association
BD
Boston Scientific
British Cardiac Patients Association
Cardiomyopathy UK
Coloplast
Diabetes UK
Edwards Lifesciences
Eucomed
FABLE
FEmISA
Group B Strep Support
Heart Research UK
Heart Valve Voice
ICD Group
INPUT

Insightec
International Alliance of Patients' Organizations 
Intuitive Surgical
JDRF
Johnson & Johnson
Kidney Care UK
Lindsay Leg Club Foundation
Medtronic
National Rheumatoid Arthritis Society
Nevro
Pancreatic Cancer UK
Pelvic Pain Support Network
Patient Information Forum
e Pumping Marvellous Foundation
Roche Diagnostics
SADS UK
Smith & Nephew
Smiths Medical
STARS
Stryker
e Circulation Foundation
e Patients Association
e Somerville Foundation


